CHAPTER   XVI

THE THREE  DEFEATS :
ISAAC  WILLIAMS,   MACMULLEN,   PUSEY

THE year 1841, though it had begun in storm, and
though signs were not wanting of further disturbance,
was at Oxford, outwardly at least, a peaceable one.
A great change had happened; but, when the first
burst of excitement was over, men settled down to
their usual work, their lectures, or their reading, or
their parishes, and by Easter things seemed to go on
as before. The ordinary habits of University life
resumed their course with a curious quietness. There
was, no doubt, much trouble brooding underneath.
Mr. Ward and others continued a war of pamphlets;
and in June Mr. Ward was dismissed from his
Mathematical Lectureship at Balliol. But faith in
the great leader was still strong. No. 90, if it had
shocked or disquieted some, had elicited equally
remarkable expressions of confidence and s/mpathy
from others who might have been, at least, silent.
The events of the spring had made men conscious of